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Common Market - France : ^Rumors are circu- 
lating in Western Europe that France may soon pro- 
pose some kind of limited UK- EEC economic agree- 
ment which would not entail an extension of British 
political influence on the continent J 

^The counselor of the New Zealand Embassy in 
Paris- -who has had extensive contacts with French 
officials recently- -reports that a working party within 
the French Government is now preparing the details 
of such an offer.) 

^According to the West German Embassy in Paris, 
the German press has also received reports of French 
interest in an EEC commercial treaty with Britain 
that would be linked to steps among the Six to accel- 
erate implementation of the EEC treaty. De Gaulle 
may feel that some new gesture in this direction 
would strengthen his hand in dealing with the other 
five EEC countries.) 


([The French Government is doubtless aware that 
a ccunmercial agreement giving British exports pref- 
erential treatment in the EEC market would pose a 
problem for the US, which has in the past opposed 
any UK- EEC arrangement potentially injurious to US 
traders unless such an arrangement had the off- 
setting advantage of furth ering the political integra- 
tion of Western Europe.) [ 
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